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1 . AT THE LONG STANDING INVITATION OE AUSTRIAN TRADE 
MINISTER STARIBACHER, A PRC DELEGATION LED BY DEPUTY 
FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER YAO I-LIN VISITED AUSTRIA 
FROM APRIL 26 TO MAY 2. IT WAS THE EIRST HIGH LEVEL 
PRC DELEGATION TO VISIT AUSTRIA SINCE THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IN 1972, AND EXCEPT FOR A 
BRIEF, UNPRODUCTIVE MEETING OF THE AUSTRO-SINO 
MIXED TRADE COMMISSION (SEE REETEL), THE FIRST 
OFFICIAL PRC VISIT OF ANY KIND. THE DATE FOR THE VISIT 
WAS PICKED BY THE CHINESE. THE GROUP WAS RECEIVED 
WITH FULL GOA CORDIALITY INCLUDING MEETINGS WITH 
PRESIDENT KIRSCHLAGER, CHANCELLOR KREISKY, FOREIGN 
MINISTER PAAR AND CHAMBER OE COMMERCE PRESIDENT 
SAT .LINGER, AS WELL AS THE TRADE MINISTER. IN WIDELY 
PUBLICZED, SEPARATE PRESS INTERVIEWS, BOTH 
MINISTER STARIBACHER AND I-LIN EXPRESSED EIRM 
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CONVICTIONS THAT MUTUAL TRADE CAN BE INTENSIFIED 
SINCE BOTH SIDES WISHED THIS TO HAPPEN. FYI: IN 
1976 AUSTRIAN IMPORTS PROM THE PRC AMOUNTED TO 
AS 331.2 MILLION (ABOUT $18.5 MILLION) AND WERE 
43 PER CENT HIGHER THAN IN 1975. AUSTRIAN EXPORTS 
TO PRC IN THE SAME PERIOD DROPPED BY 48 PER CENT 
TO AS 268 MILLION. DESPITE SOME ERRATIC SHIPTS 
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AUSTRO-SINO TRADE ALWAYS HAS BEEN VERY SMALL. 

2. IN HIS COMMENTS TO THE PRESS, STARIBACHER SAID 
THAT THE CHINESE VISITORS ATTRIBUTED THE PROP IN 
AUSTRIAN EXPORTS LAST YEAR TO INTERNAL POLITICAL 
CHANGES IN THE PRC. THE NEW FIVE YEAR PLAN AND 
PROSPECTIVE PLAN FOR THE NEXT 10 YEARS TO BE 
COMPLETED THIS FALL OFFER NEW OPPORTUNITIES. 
STARIBACHER ALSO SAID THAT AUSTRIA COULD CONTRIBUTE 
TO CHINA'S INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT PRIMARILY BY 
SUPPLYING TURNKEY PROJECTS. 

3. DURING THE VISIT A CONTRACT FOR HIGH GRADE AUSTRIAN 
STEEL WAS SIGNED. REPORTEDLY, THE PRICE CONDITIONS 
WERE UNFAVORABLE BUT WERE ACCEPTED TO HELP MAINTAIN 
JOBS IN A WEAKER SECTOR OF THE AUSTRIAN ECONOMY. 
ADDITIONAL STEEL AND RAYON STAPLE FIBER SALES 

ARE UNDER NEGOTIATION.MEEHAN 
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